166      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
After all, they profit most by books who can do
most without them.
In politics, foreign and domestic, Sir Sidney
Lee allows Edward VII* no ability. . . . As at
home, so abroad, he could do nothing right. The
impression was encouraged that he " was exerting
abroad diplomatic powers which, under the Con-
stitution, belonged to Ministers alone."
It was an impression only. Far, if we may believe
Sir Sidney Lee, Edward VII. achieved very little
in the counsels of Europe.   *' No originating political
faculty can be assigned to him."    " He was a
peacemaker   not  through   the   exercise   of   any
diplomatic   initiative."   The   French   journalists
who called him " le Roi Pacifieateur " were " mere
rhetoricians."   " The title," says Sir Sidney, " is
symbolically just, but is misleading if it be taken
to imply any personal control  of  diplomacy."
Time, I believe, will prove the injustice of these words.
Of the entente cordiale it may be said that
Edward vir. was actually and visibly the creator*
. . . But even if (M the miscellaneous information
collected here and there by Sir Sidney {Lee had Ihe
merit of truth, which few would admit, it would still
have been a monstrous error in tact to publish it.   We
are far too near the death of Edward vn. and the
public controversies which attended it to form a
definite  estimate of his  character  and genius.
Above all, being a king, he deserved the tribute of
discretion*
Further confirmation of the accuracy of iny
views of the Dictionary's Memoir of King Edward
1 Sir Sidney Lee did not reply to the "Daily Mail's " criticism,
although he had replied to the "Daily Telegraph's'* denunciatory
leading article in Jane 1912, and by so doing brought upon himself
further censure.